o May 14, 2008
S.A.S. Connections ¥

Dear Parents and Students of St. Ambrose School,

Progress Reports went home yesterday. Please remember to sign and return them to your child’s
teacher(s). With spring in the air and summer fast approaching, it is not unusual to see grades slip as
students’ minds wander towards trips to the beach, lazy days, and ten weeks of rest. Teachers and
parents must always work together to make sure that children keep working hard until the last day of
school. Every day is an important day of learning. Please note any missed homework assignments
and/or projects on the progress reports.

It is always important to remember an important fact: students earn their grades; teachers do not
merely assign grades. Too many parents wish to challenge grades and second-guess teachers at every
opportunity. What lesson does this teach children? It certainly does not teach self-reliance or the ability
to accept and learn from mistakes. Nor does it teach respect of elders. Remember there are, on average,
40 or so students per grade. Each child is expected to do the same work. At any given time any number
of students may struggle with a topic, project, or test. We at St. Ambrose try very hard to teach
students to be accountable for their actions, their work, and their efforts. This is the only way to raise
strong, self-assured, and responsible students.

Of course our long track record of academic and moral success speaks for itself. The number of
graduates who go on to highly competitive high schools, many with scholarships, is a testament to how
well the school teaches. Our standardized test scores are excellent. We are so proud of our teachers, the
parents who work with us, and, of course, every student who comes through our doors.

Please join us on Friday evening for our Night of the Arts. All students will exhibit their finest works
of art, under the direction of our very own artist-in-residence, Mrs. Firetto. Please come and see how
cultured our students are. Art and aesthetics are important components of being truly educated. o

This Friday, at school, we will have our exciting 8" versus 7" grade volleyball game. All of the
students of the school will be able to cheer and watch the game on Friday after lunch.

Have a wonderful week everyone.

Singerely, y
Lot s

Joseph W. Norris
Principal of St. Ambrose School
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